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Event Dates
2020

Valentine's Day Party
for Seniors

Friday, February 14th
Senior Center

2019 CHG Fall Gala
Great Gatsby Casino Night

10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

The 2019 Fall fundraiser hosted many guild members in festive Gatsby inspired

Christamore House

Brunch and Bingo

Book and Author

Benefit Reception
Thursday, April 16th
Lucas Estate

6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Book and Author
Luncheon

Friday, April 17th

Indiana Roof Ballroom

Family Unity Night
Wednesday, May 6th
Christamore House

attire supporting the Christamore House. The CHG Gala was held on Friday,
September 27 at The Speak Easy under the leadership of
Stephanie Wiott and Esta Search. The night featured excellent food,
a silent auction, and casino action
making it a delightful evening.
The 2019 CHG Gala raised $40,000 to contribute to the
Christamore House youth and family programming.
We want to extend sincere thanks to our many guild members who worked
diligently and creatively to offer a remarkable selection of auction items from our
generous donors.
Thank you to our many contributors !

President’s
Message
Stephanie Allen
Happy 2020!

CALENDAR
OF
REMAINING
GENERAL
MEETINGS
2020
March 4
General Meeting
Saks Fifth Avenue
@ 9:30 a.m.

May 13
End of Year
Celebration
Home of
Stephanie Allen
@ 7:00 p.m.

This year holds exciting possibilities and I am confident 2020
will be a successful year for Christamore House Guild!
Before looking ahead to 2020, I want to reflect back on the second half of 2019
and acknowledge the events that helped to make 2019 a success.
CHG was busy with many incredible activities:
* Fall Gala was a fun Gatsby themed casino night at The Speak Easy on September 27.
The event raised $40,000 to help support Christamore House programs.
* Family Unity Night, on September 18, was well attended by the families in the
Haughville and Near Westside communities.
* Class of 2019 Guild members hosted a “spooktacular” Halloween celebration with the
ECE children on October 31.
* Lynda Goeke opened her home in early December to CHG actives & associates to share
holiday cheer.
* Christmas at Christamore was a 2-part event: The senior brunch followed the CHG
general meeting & annual house decorating. A week later CHG entertained the ECE &
afterschool children with crafts, pizza & cookie decorating.
These events were a huge success. THANK YOU to everyone for your contributions, time
& talents.
Looking into 2020, I am very excited for CHG to welcome the recently revealed authors to
the 40th annual Book & Author Benefit in April. On February 5th six vibrant authors
were unveiled at Sullivan’s Steakhouse. It’s another exceptional group of authors: 4 New
York Times Bestselling Authors, a Reese Witherspoon Book of the Month Selection, a
book that is set to become a Netflix feature film and an author whose previous book sold
over 2 million copies. Again this year, author selection really knocked it out of the park! I
know I speak for many when I say I can’t wait to read the selections & hear the authors
speak on April 17th at the Indiana Roof Ballroom.
I want to thank each of you for your commitment to Christamore House Guild. Our
work is very important to fulfill the mission of Christamore House and serve the residents
of the Haughville & Near Westside communities.

Best,
Stephanie

Christmas at Christamore
Jenni Carman and Jennie LaReau collaborated as our Christmas at
Christamore co-chairs to organize the many donations and activities that
make the holidays special for the Christamore House community.

Christamore House
Recipient

Bank of America
Neighborhood
Builders
Award

The holiday events began on December 4th with Christmas
decorating at the house and a Guild sponsored Christmas
breakfast for 50 seniors. Thank you to the many guild
members who made breakfast goodies, supplied beverages
Congratulations to the
and attended to make the morning so special for the
Christamore house as the
residents. Every senior received a gift bag with blankets,
recipient of the
lotions, candy and many other assorted favors. The
Bank of America 2020
generosity of our Guild members made this event possible.
Neighborhood Builders
Thank you!
Award.
December 13th, our Guild members treated the Christamore
This grant comes with
House children to an afterschool holiday party.
$200,000 unrestricted
Thank you for your participation and help as it truly takes a
funding and Leadership
village to pull all of this off!!
Training for
Our generous active Guild members and associates adopted
La'Toya Pitts and one
15 of the ECE students and provided Christmas gifts for the
emerging leader from
children.
Christamore House.
Thank you for the generosity of our members!

Fall Family Unity
Event
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PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS online
www.indyBookandAuthor.org
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Kathleen West
Minor Dramas & Other Catastrophes
Berkley
A clever debut about a privileged high school — the micro-managing parents, the overworked teachers, and the students
caught in the middle.
Isobel knows helicopter parents like Julia Abbott — whose world revolves around interfering in her children's lives. Julia
resents teachers like Isobel, who effortlessly bond with students, including Julia’s own teenagers.
Isobel has spent her teaching career side-stepping the community's high-powered
families. But when she receives a threatening voicemail accusing her of
Anti-Americanism and a “blatant liberal agenda”, she realizes she's squarely in the fray.
Rather than cowering, Isobel continues her social-justice ideals. Meanwhile, Julia, obsessed with the casting of the
school's winter musical, inadvertently shoves the female student lead after sneaking onto the school campus. The
damning video goes viral and has far-reaching consequences for Julia.
With nothing to unite them beyond the sting of humiliation, Isobel and Julia will find common ground where they
least expect it, confronting a secret Facebook site that's stirring up trouble for this school community.
"Helicopter parenting and high school politics at their worst — and funniest. A smart, fast-paced, and deliciously entertaining debut!"
— Meg Donohue, USA Today bestselling author

Lisa Wingate
The Book of Lost Friends
William Morrow
A dramatic story of three women in search of family amidst the destruction of the post-Civil War South, and a
modern-day teacher who rediscovers their story and its
connection to her own students' lives.
Louisiana, 1875: Three young women set off on a perilous quest: Lavinia, heir to a
now-destitute plantation; Juneau Jane, her illegitimate free-born Creole half-sister; and
Hannie, Lavinia's former slave. Each carries private wounds and powerful secrets as they
head for Texas, following dangerous roads with vigilantes and soldiers still fighting a lost
war. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the journey is one of financial desperation, but for
Hannie, torn from family before slavery's end, the pilgrimage reignites the question:
Could her family still be out there?
Louisiana, 1987: First-year teacher Benedetta lands in tiny, out-of-step, Augustine, Louisiana. The town seems suspicious of
new ideas and new people and she can scarcely comprehend the lives of her poverty-stricken students. But amid the gnarled
live oaks and run-down plantations lies the history of three young women, a long-ago journey, and a hidden book that could
change everything.
“Wingate is a compelling storyteller . . .”
— Publishers Weekly
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Mary Kubica
The Other Mrs.
Park Row Books
A hypnotic, addictive, and twisty psychological thriller.
Sadie and Will Foust have only just moved their family from bustling Chicago to
small-town Maine when their neighbor, Morgan Baines, is found dead in her home. The murder rocks their
tiny coastal island, but no one is more shaken than Sadie, who is terrified by the thought of a killer in her very
own backyard.
But it’s not just Morgan’s death that has Sadie on edge. It’s their eerie old home, with its decrepit decor and
creepy attic, which they inherited from Will’s sister after she died unexpectedly. It’s Will’s disturbed teenage niece
Imogen, with her dark and threatening presence. And it’s the troubling past that continues to wear at the seams
of their family.
As the eyes of suspicion turn toward the new family in town, Sadie is drawn deeper into the mystery of
Morgan’s death. But Sadie must be careful, for the more she discovers about Mrs. Baines, the more she begins
to realize just how much she has to lose if the truth ever comes to light.
"Mary Kubica’s best book yet — which is saying a lot! I tore through the twisty, spine-tinglingly creepy pages."
— Sarah Pekkanen, New York Times bestselling author

Kiley Reid
Such A Fun Age
G.P. Putnam’s Sons
A big-hearted debut about race and privilege, set around a young black babysitter, her well-intentioned
employer, and a surprising connection that threatens to undo them both.
Alix is a woman who gets what she wants. A mother to two small girls, she started as a blogger and has built
herself into a confidence-driven brand. So, she is shocked when her babysitter, Emira, is confronted by a
security guard who sees a young black woman with a white child and accuses Emira of kidnapping her
daughter. A small crowd gathers, a bystander films everything, and Emira is furious and humiliated. Alix
resolves to make it right.
Emira is aimless, broke, and wary of Alix’s desire to help. At twenty-five, she is about to lose her health
insurance and has no idea what to do with her life. When the video of Emira unearths someone from Alix’s
past, both women find themselves on a crash course that will upend everything they think they know about
themselves, and each other.
“This story is a beautiful conversation starter about race, privilege, work dynamics . . .”
— Reese Witherspoon
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Ariel Lawhon
Code Name Hélène
Doubleday
Based on the real-life story of socialite spy, Nancy Wake, and the four code names she
used during the war, comes a spellbinding and moving story of enduring love, remarkable
sacrifice and unfaltering resolve.
It is 1936 and Nancy is an Australian expat living in Paris who has bluffed her way into
a reporting job, when she meets and marries wealthy French industrialist Henri Fiocca
and becomes Mrs. Fiocca. Shortly after the Germans invade France, Nancy must take
yet another name: a code name.
Told in interweaving timelines organized around the four code names Nancy used during
the war, Code Name Hélène follows Nancy’s transformation from journalist into one of the
most powerful leaders in the French Resistance, known for her ferocious wit, her signature red lipstick, and her
ability to summon weapons straight from the Allied Forces. But with power comes notoriety, and no matter how
careful Nancy is to protect her identity, the risk of exposure is great — for herself and for those she loves.
“Ariel Lawhon delivers . . . and will fascinate readers of WWII history and thrill fans of fierce, brash, independent women.”
— Lisa Wingate, New York Times bestselling author

Kate Elizabeth Russell
My Dark Vanessa
William Morrow

An explosive debut that explores the psychological dynamics of the relationship between a naïve teenage girl
and her magnetic, manipulative teacher.
In 2000 a bright fifteen-year-old Vanessa becomes entangled in an affair with Jacob, her forty-two-year-old
teacher. It is now 2017 and Jacob is accused of sexual abuse by a former student, who reaches out to Vanessa.
Vanessa suddenly finds herself facing an impossible choice: remain silent, believing her teenage self willingly
engaged in this relationship, or redefine herself and the events of her past. But how can Vanessa reject her first
love, the man who fundamentally transformed her? Is it possible the man she loved as a teenager may be far
different from what she has always believed?
Alternating between Vanessa’s present and her past, My Dark Vanessa juxtaposes memory and trauma with the
breathless excitement of a teenage girl discovering the power her own body can wield. Thought-provoking and
a masterful portrayal of troubled adolescence and its repercussions that raises vital questions about agency,
consent, complicity, and victimhood.
“This is a hard story to read and a harder one to put down . . . a well-constructed package of dynamite."
— Stephen King, New York Times bestselling author

Author Unveiling at Sullivan's Steakhouse

Our Mission

Mansi Pandya
2020 CHG Scholar

The Christamore House Guild is an organization of women committed to voluntarism and charitable fundraising in
support of the Christamore House. The Christamore House provides the very best early childhood education, after‐
school programming, senior citizen services, preventative services and employment assistance to the residents of
Haughville and the Near‐Westside of Indianapolis. Our mission is to help others help themselves.

Follow the Christamore House Guild
Facebook: Christamore House Guild or Indianapolis Book and Author Luncheon
Twitter: @chguild
Instagram: Christamore_House_Guild
Website: www.christamoreguild.org

